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Abstract Software debugging is often performed by more than one programmer working to-
gether. The goal of this research is to identify a model of how two person collaboratively perform
a debugging task on a single program. Based on empirical studies we have conducted, we have
identified patterns in task- and information-sharing, and applied them to analyze the observed
collaborative debugging processes. The following two collabration patterns were found to be effec-
tive in debugging (1) one concentrated on a debugging task while the other collected potentially
useful information about the program, and (2) the two shared one program source file in their

editors instead of using duplicates and wrote comments into the file.
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